
 

 

 

Money doesn’t grow on trees, but trees can help save you money. 

According to the US Department of Energy, a well-designed landscape around your home not only looks good it can 

also reduce your heating and cooling costs. 

“Does it?” you ask. Yes! A well-placed tree, shrub or vine can deliver effective shade, act as a windbreak, and re-

duce your energy bills. Carefully positioned trees can save 10-15 percent of the energy a typical household uses in 

the winter in Pennsylvania, and 25 percent in some parts of the country. In the summer, it can save up to 75 percent 

on cooling costs. 

   WINDBREAKS 

In our region, we can use dense windbreaks, the technical term for lines of trees 

and shrubs, to block our homes from cold winter winds. A windbreak reduces 

heating costs by lowering the wind chill near your home.  During the summer, 

a windbreak cools the home by providing shade. 

Windbreaks should be located upwind from the home in the direction of 

the prevailing wind. In Pennsylvania, the winter wind is primarily from the 

west and northwest. 

Windbreaks also should block wind close to the ground. In addition to 

trees that will grow tall, plant trees and shrubs that have low crowns. 

Planting shrubs, bushes and vines next to your house creates dead air 

spaces. Dead air space is an area where no air circulates. Air that 

doesn’t move can insulate your home in both winter and summer. 

Remember, if you plant next to your home, plant so there will be at least 1 

foot of space between full-grown plants and your home's wall. Too close and 

you could create moisture problems for yourself.  

In addition to protecting your home, windbreaks have 

added benefits. They are a barrier from sounds, sights 

and smells, and are a protection for livestock and wildlife. Beside all that, 

they look nice and add curb appeal to your property. 

For more information about local windbreak ideas, we suggest going 

online to the Penn State Cooperative Extension website at exten-

sion.psu.edu/windbreaks-and-shade-trees.  

TREES CAN SAVE 

 

GO NATIVE! 

The U.S. Forest Service suggests planting native 

species of plants to help native pollinators (bees 

and butterflies) survive. Native plants also need 

less pesticides, less water and less fertilizers. 

They also preserve our natural heritage. 


